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Know What To Do If A Tornado Threatens

PEARL — The Mississippi Emergency Management Agency would like to residents to know what to do
if a tornado threatens their area. The National Weather Service has advised MEMA that much of the
state is at risk of seeing a tornado over the next 24 hours as strong spring storms develop.

WHAT TO DO IF YOU ARE IN YOUR HOME DURING A TORNADO:
e Go to the lowest level of the home, an inner hallway, or smaller inner room without windows,
such as a closet or bathroom.
e Get away from windows and go to the center of the room. Avoid corners, because they tend to
attract debris.
e Get under a sturdy piece of furniture, such as a workbench or heavy table.

IF YOU ARE IN A MOBILE HOME:
¢ Evacuate the mobile home, even if it is equipped with tie-downs. Take shelter in a building with
a strong foundation, or if one is not available, lie in a ditch or low-lying area a safe distance away
from the mobile home. Tornadoes cannot change elevation quickly enough to pick someone up
out of a ditch, especially a deep ditch or culvert.

IF YOU ARE AT WORK OR SCHOOL.:
e Go to the basement or to an inside hallway at the lowest level of the building.
¢ Avoid places with wide-span roofs, such as auditoriums, cafeterias, large hallways or shopping
malls.
e Use your arms to protect your head and neck.

IF OUTDOORS:
e If possible, get inside a sturdy building with a concrete foundation.
e If shelter is not available, or there is no time to get indoors, lie in a ditch or low-lying area or
crouch near a strong building.

IF YOU ARE IN A VEHICLE:

Never try to out drive a tornado in your vehicle. Tornadoes can change direction very quickly and can lift
a vehicle and toss it in the air

Get out of the vehicle and take shelter in a nearby building.

If there is no time to get indoors, get out of the vehicle and lie in a ditch or low-lying area away from the
vehicle.
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For more information, contact MEMA External Affairs at 866-920-MEMA (6362), or visit us online at
WWW.msema.org.

MEMA will also provide weather updates on Twitter and Facebook. To access use keyword: MSEMA
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