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NOW IS THE TIME TO PROTECT YOUR HOME FROM FUTURE DISASTERS

CLINTON, Miss.— Mississippians who are repairing or rebuilding after recent severe storms,
tornadoes, and flooding are facing many choices — and opportunities — regarding how they put the pieces
of their homes and lives back together.

Mississippi Emergency Management Agency and Federal Emergency Management Agency officials are
hoping that some of those choices will include proven techniques that can help reduce or prevent future
storm damage.

To minimize damage often caused by high winds, emergency management officials suggest the
following:

e Anchor critical building components in three areas:
o Attach roof rafters to the walls with a metal connector - most easily added when new
roof sheathing and shingles are installed — to help the structure resist wind uplift.
o Tie one floor to another with a continuous strap (nailed on the outside of the wall) or
with a floor-tie anchor, nailed to the inside of the wall.
o Secure the structure to the foundation with connectors nailed to the studs and bolted
into the concrete — also to help the structure resist wind uplift.

« Fortify gable roofs by bracing the end wall of the gable to resist high winds.
o Take outside measures to minimize flying debris:

o Replace landscaping gravel and rock with shredded bark.

o Keep trees and shrubs trimmed.

o Cut weak branches and trees that could fall on your house or those around you.
e Reinforce glass windows and doors by:

o Installing impact-resistant laminated glass window or door systems.
o Applying high-strength window security films to standard window and patio door glass.
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« Fortify garage doors by:
o Installing permanent wood or metal stiffeners to an existing door.
o Replacing door with one that is designed to resist high winds.

e Build a safe room inside your home to provide shelter from a storm by:
o Reinforcing an existing room (bathroom, closet or utility room) to withstand uplift,
overturning or penetration from flying debris; or building a small, attached addition to
your home with proper anchors and reinforcement to resist high winds or tornadoes.

Significant tools have been devised to help people understand and reduce or prevent future losses. Web
users can go to www.fema.gov/rebuild and find an enormous amount of detailed information about ways
to combat storms, tornadoes, and flooding. The Web site www.floodsmart.gov can even tell you the risk
of flooding at your address — and provide flood maps and names of the nearest agents offering flood
insurance.
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FEMA'’s mission is to support our citizens and first responders to ensure that as a nation we work
together to build, sustain, and improve our capability to prepare for, protect against, respond to,
recover from, and mitigate all hazards.

Disaster recovery assistance is available without regard to race, color, religion, nationality, sex, age,
disability, English proficiency or economic status. If you or someone you know has been discriminated
against, call FEMA toll-free at 800-621-FEMA (3362). For TTY call 800-462-7585.

FEMA’s temporary housing assistance and grants for public transportation expenses, medical and
dental expenses, and funeral and burial expenses do not require individuals to apply for an SBA loan.
However, applicants who receive SBA loan applications must submit them to SBA loan officers to be
eligible for assistance that covers personal property, vehicle repair or replacement, and moving and
storage expenses.
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