Disabilities Planning
What You’ll Need:

Emergency Supply Kit

• 3-day supply of water (1 gallon per person, per day)
• 3-day supply of non-perishable food

• At least a week-long supply of prescription medicines along
with a list of all medications, dosage and any allergies

• Flashlight

• Descriptions of required accommodations, medical conditions
and/or functional needs.

• Extra batteries

• List of medical supplies and durable medical equipment needed

• Portable radio and NOAA weather radio

• Phone chargers
• First aid kit with prescription medications

• Extra eyeglasses and/or hearing-aid batteries

• Multi-purpose tool

• Extra wheelchair batteries and/or oxygen

• Sanitation and personal hygiene items

• A list of the style and serial number of medical devices. Include
special instructions for operating your equipment if needed
• Copies of medical insurance and Medicare cards

• Copies of important documents
• Extra cash

After the Storm

• Wait to return to the impacted area until local authorities
deem it safe.
• Make sure the main electrical switch is off before you re-enter
your home.
• Do not drink or use tap water until there is confirmation that it
is not contaminated.
• If using an emergency generator, keep it outside.
NEVER run the generator in the house or garage.
• If you come across a fallen power line, stay back at least 		
500 feet and NEVER touch the line.
• Before the cleanup process begins, take pictures to document
the damage and file an insurance claim.

Depending on your family’s needs, you may also want to include:
extra medical items, baby supplies and pet supplies.

		

• If you have a service animal, you’ll need pet food, extra water,
the animal’s collar with ID tag, medical records and any other
supplies.
• Handheld electronic devices 		
loaded with movies and games 		
(and spare chargers),
headphones to decrease auditory
distractions and comfort 		
snacks and toys that meet 		
needs for stimulation.
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• Come up with shelter alternatives that will work for both you
and your pet
• Have your pet wear his or her collar with rabies and 		
identification tags
• Make copies of important documents from your pet’s 		
veterinarian to include in your emergency supply kit
• Add plastic trash bags and cleaning products to your 		
emergency supply kit to provide for your pet’s sanitation needs
• Have a crate or pet carrier available in the case of evacuation
.

MISSISSIPPI EMERGENCY
MANAGEMENT AGENCY

251-633-6443
www.weather.gov/mob

Are You
Ready?

NATIONAL HURRICANE CENTER		
www.nhc.noaa.gov

.

Pets Planning

Preparedness Guide

MISSISSIPPI EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY
		
1-866-519-MEMA (6362)
www.msema.org

MEMPHIS, TN

• Contact information for doctors as well as relatives or 		
friends who should be notified if you are hurt

Hurricane

Important Contact
Information and
Websites

Crisis Track Damage
Assessment Tool

One of the critical first steps taken by your local county officials after a
hurricane (or any disaster) is to complete a comprehensive damage assessment
of all structures within a county.
The data gathered during this comprehensive damage assessment not only
is used by County Emergency Management to assist them in determining
the scope and extent of the hurricane impacts; but is also used by MEMA to
help determine whether or not to request Federal Disaster Assistance and
if a request is made, it is used to support the Governor’s request for FEMA
assistance.

Debris Sorting

After the storm passes, the recovery phase begins, which often
includes major cleanup. It’s important to know the proper
way to sort damaged household items and debris to help in
disposal efforts. The debris sorting process is also crucial when
trying to obtain a disaster declaration.

MEMA is working with Crisis Track to provide every county in Mississippi with
the Crisis Track Disaster Management Application. The Crisis Track application
will be used to conduct post hurricane damage assessments; as well as assist
with the planning, conduct, and documentation of other critical disaster related
response and recovery operations.
The Crisis Track application allows County Emergency Managers and other
county staff to quickly conduct, report, and document the extent and level of
damage to every structure within an affected county. All information collected
at the county level is automatically shared in real-time with MEMA’s Emergency
Operations Center in Jackson.
This tool will allow MEMA to be better prepared to respond to affected
counties with state resources when needed and ultimately, it will speed up the
delivery of Federal Disaster Assistance to the state and our residents when it is
most needed.
One of the key features provided by the MEMA contract with Crisis Track is
the Resident Self-Reporting Page, which is used by residents and businesses
to report damage to their property. This is not an emergency reporting
system, please use 911 to report serious injuries or emergency situations.
Each County in Mississippi has a dedicated webpage that residents can
utilize to report Hurricane (or other disaster) damage to their property. We
encourage Mississippians to take advantage of this tool during disasters. For
more information and to find the self-reporting links by county, visit our website:
www.msema.org

DisasterAssistance.gov MSEMA.org
1-800-621-3362 or hearing impaired 1-800-462-7485
Smartphone mfema.gov

Atlantic Tropical
Cyclone Names
2020

Arthur
Bertha
Cristobal
Dolly
Edouard
Fay
Gonzalo
Hanna
Isaias
Josephine
Kyle
Laura
Marco
Nana
Omar
Paulette
Rene
Sally
Teddy
Vicky
Wilfred

2021

Ana
Bill
Claudette
Danny
Elsa
Fred
Grace
Henri
Ida
Julian
Kate
Larry
Mindy
Nicholas
Odette
Peter
Rose
Sam
Teresa
Victor
Wanda

Fun Fact: If there are more than 21 storms in one season
then the Greek alphabet is used to name additional storms.
The only time this has happened was in 2005 when there
were 28 named storms.

Message from
Governor Tate Reeves
The Mississippi Gulf
Coast is no stranger
to hurricane season.
After the devastation
of Hurricane Katrina
over 14 years ago, we
still have vivid memories
bearing the scars of that
storm and its aftermath.
Hurricane Katrina taught
us that our responsibility
is to plan for the worst,
pray for the best, and
expect somewhere in
between. As our first
responders and law
enforcement work
together to ensure storm
readiness, the most important factor in surviving a disaster
is personal preparedness. Please take advantage of the vital
information in this guide and take the necessary steps to
protect your family and your property. There is no substitute
for having a plan and being prepared.

Governor Tate Reeves
State of Mississippi

Hurricane Guide
Overview:

Message from the
Mississippi Emergency
Management Agency

The official Atlantic hurricane season begins on June 1st and
runs through November 30th, however activity typically peaks
from mid-August through October. States along the Gulf
Coast, including Mississippi, are particularly vulnerable to all
hazards associated with tropical cyclones.
For this reason, Governor Tate Reeves, the Mississippi
Emergency Management Agency’s Executive Director
Gregory Michel and the National Weather Service urge
Mississippians to prepare for the upcoming hurricane
season by creating an action plan for you and your
family.
Personal hurricane plans should be designed in a way that
allows you to take quick action when a storm is approaching.
The key is to build a plan based on your level of vulnerability,
which is determined by factors such as proximity to the
coast and your area’s flood risk. Ultimately, your plan will
help answer questions like: Where will I go in the case of
an evacuation? What will I need to take with me? How will I
protect my home from the storm?
This guide contains important information about tropical
systems and their hazards, ways to prepare for this type of
natural disaster and how to respond when the threat of a
hurricane or tropical storm is imminent.

MEMA’s first priority is, and always will be, the
safety of Mississippians. Though we have been
fortunate enough for the last two years to avoid
a devastating hurricane season, Mississippi has
endured some of the longest duration flood events
and a record number of tornadoes during 2019. For
that reason, we always stress preparedness!
We urge you to make sure your family has an action
plan. As a coastal state, Mississippi must be prepared for hurricanes beginning
on or around June and lasting well into the holiday season. However, as
Mississippians, we have become all too familiar with tornado strikes and flash
flooding. Between January 1, 2019, and December 31, 2019, MEMA responded
to 115 confirmed tornadoes across the state as well as experiencing the longest
federally declared weather event, Backwater Flood, in the history of FEMA.

Landfalling hurricanes and tropical
storms provide a wide variety of
hazards. Hurricanes can cause
catastrophic storm surge, widespread
wind damage, tornadoes and
significant flooding. Even tropical
storms can cause significant flooding
and tornadoes. The tornado and
flooding risk can extend well inland
and last for several days after landfall.
No two storms have exactly the same
impact, but all are capable of causing
substantial damage and injury.
We also encourage you to track any tropical system that forms on our website.
You can access all the regional National Weather Service web pages listed in
this guide.

Staying informed
and being prepared
is key to
staying safe.

Tornadoes

While locations further inland may not be as susceptible to extreme storm
surge as those along the coast, these areas must deal with something just as
dangerous, inland flooding. Based on a recent study by the National Hurricane
Center, rain-induced flooding accounted for over 25% of deaths associated with
tropical cyclones.

When tropical systems make landfall, there is also the threat for tornadoes.
Most often, tornadoes associated with tropical cyclones occur in thunderstorms
embedded in the rain bands away from the center of the system. If the tropical
cyclone is moving north then you’re most likely to see tornadoes develop within
the rain bands that are northeast of the cyclone’s center, also known as the
‘right-front quadrant’.

Flooding is a unique hazard, because heavy rainfall is not directly related to the
strength and wind speed of a tropical cyclone. Historically, tropical systems that
produce the greatest amount of rain are often weaker storms that are slow to
move or stall over an area.

Flood Facts:

Tornadoes that develop as a result of a landfalling tropical system are usually
short-lived and not nearly as strong as the tornadoes that develop during our
severe weather season within supercell thunderstorms, but nonetheless they
are still a serious threat. Typically, tornadoes associated with tropical systems
have a strength rating of EF-0 to EF-2 on the Enhanced Fujita Scale.

• 6 inches of fast-moving water can knock you off your feet
• 12 inches of fast-moving water can carry away a small car
• More than 50% of all flood fatalities are vehicle-related

Emergency
Planning

Develop an Evacuation Plan:
•
•
•
•
•

Plan your primary evacuation route well ahead of time
Establish an alternative evacuation route just in case
Determine where your family will stay during the disaster
Create a list of essential belongings you intend to bring
Have a plan for your pets

Develop a Communication Plan:
•
•
		
•
		
•

Establish a way to get in touch with loved ones
Designate an emergency meeting place in the case your family becomes
separated
Appoint a friend or family member who is not affected by the storm to
be a point of contact
Have a way to receive the latest weather updates.

As Executive Director, MEMA, I hope this guide will help you prepare for those
dark and stormy days. Know where you will go and what supplies you will
need to take with you. Prepare for days, perhaps weeks, without electricity
after a storm passes. Be sure to discuss your evacuation plan with loved ones
and have multiple ways to receive emergency alerts and warnings. We urge
homeowners and renters to carry insurance, including flood insurance, on your
homes and belongings. MEMA will be there to assist you should a disaster
affect you, but carrying the proper insurance is the only way to guarantee a full
recovery.
We live in a beautiful state and I am proud to serve Mississippians in this role
as Director of MEMA. I continue to always be prepared and stay alert to your
local and state officials when severe weather threatens our state. I’m proud to
serve!

Greg Michel
MEMA Executive Director

Message from the
National Weather
Service

Flooding

Introduction to
Hurricanes

Hurricanes are strong tropical cyclones that form over warm, tropical waters
such as the Atlantic Ocean, Caribbean Sea and the Gulf of Mexico. These
large systems rotate in a counterclockwise motion around a center of low
pressure known as the ‘eye’. Hurricanes can have wind speeds ranging from 74
mph to over 150 mph and
on average, these storms
are about 300 miles wide!
Multiple hazards, such as
storm surge, flooding, high
winds and tornadoes are all
associated with hurricanes
during landfall.

Wind

High wind is always
associated with tropical cyclones and is one of the top hazards of these large
storm systems. The strongest winds are located within the eyewall, which is the
area surrounding the center of the storm. High winds from a tropical storm or
hurricane can result in substantial structural damage to homes and buildings.
Hurricanes are classified into five categories, which are based off of sustained
wind speed. This scale is known as the Saffir-Simpson Hurricane Wind Scale.
The scale ranges from a category 1 with sustained winds from 74-95 mph
resulting in some damage to a category 5 with winds greater than 157 mph
causing catastrophic damage.

Stay Safe During Flooding:

• ‘Turn Around Don’t Drown’
• If you can’t see the road, DO NOT drive through the water
• NEVER drive around barricades into floodwaters
• Move to higher ground
• Don’t underestimate the power of water!
• Stay up to date with the latest weather forecast

Storm Surge
Storm surge is an abnormal rise of water generated by a storm, which is over
and above the predicted astronomical tides. It occurs when winds within the
tropical system push ocean water onshore. Along the coast, this specific hazard
associated with tropical systems is the greatest threat to life and property.
Unfortunately, the Mississippi coast is no stranger to the devastating impacts of
storm surge. In fact, the largest storm surge ever recorded in the U.S. was along
the Mississippi coast in 2005 when Hurricane Katrina made landfall, producing
a 28-foot storm surge.
The height and strength of the storm surge is dependent on many factors,
such as the storm’s size and wind speed, the forward speed of the system, the
storm’s angle of approach to the coast and the shape of the coastline.

Watch vs. Warning
WATCH: Tropical Storm or Hurricane conditions are POSSIBLE
Issued 48 hours in advance
WHAT TO DO:
o Prepare your home for impact
o Review your evacuation and communication plan
o Fuel vehicles and go through your emergency supply kit
o Monitor weather forecast and instructions from local officials

WARNING: Tropical Storm or Hurricane conditions are EXPECTED
Issued 36 hours in advance
WHAT TO DO:
o Finalize storm preparations to your home
o Leave warned area immediately if directed by local officials
o Continue to monitor weather forecast and updates from officials

Evacuation Map:
When developing your hurricane evacuation plan, use
this map as reference to determine the most effective
evacuation route for you and your family. Major interstates
and highways, such as Interstate 55, Interstate 59 and
Highway 49 are shown in blue and are primary evacuation
routes. There are also alternate evacuation routes
highlighted in green, which can also be incorporated into
your plan.

